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United 

States 


INCORPORATED  A.  D.  NINETEEN  HUNDRED  AND  TWELVE  IN  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

A membership  corporation  which  exists  to  favor,  foster,  and  further  the 
NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS  and  GOOD  ROADS  EVERYWHERE  in  the  length  and  breadth  of 
these  United  States  of  America,  and  to  secure  the  benefit.  - social  moraheomme^.^^^^^^ 
trial,  material,  educational,  and  personal  - m the  progress  and  uplift  of  Amencan 

which  follow  in  the  train  of  easy  intercommunication  and  transit  b®‘ween  the  grea  j 

population  and  distribution  and  the  great  rural  productive  areas  of  *be  Nation,  and  will  ^ 

the  States  together  in  a common  brotherhood,  and  thus  perpetuate  and  preserve  the  Union. 


Good 

Roads 

Every- 

where 


Through  a System  of  National  Highways 


An  Address  by  Charles  Henry  Davis,  C.  E.,  President  National  Highways  Association 
Offered  to  Those  Assembled  at  the  Meeting  of  the  United  States  Good  Roads  Association 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  April  15,  16,  17,  18,  and  19,  1918 


POOR  ROADS  — 2,000,000  MILES  OF  THEM! 


Plodding:,  straining  every  muscle. 

Mild  and  water  to  their  knees, 

Two  miles  an  hour  is  rapid  going, 

Plowing  through  such  roads  (?)  as  these! 

How  can  the  United  States  — 48  of  them  — get  Good  Roads 
Everywhere?  One  hundred  million  people  want  them.  They 
have  needed  them  one  hundred  years  or  more.  They  have 
wanted  them  fifty  years  or  more.  Why  have  we  grown  into  one  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  world,  to  he  the  only  great  nation  without  Good 
Roads  Everywhere?  llow  did  our  more  active  and  prosperous  counties 
first  get  their  good  roads,  such  as  they  were?  How  did  the  few  States, 
that  as  yet  have  only  made  but  a beginning,  get  theirs?  The  answers 
will  show  us  the  way,  if  we  have  the  honesty  and  the  truth  to  follow. 

One  thing  is  sure.  No  such  platitudinous  resolutions  as  were  adopted 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States  at  Atlantic  City, 
September  24,  1917,  will  help  much.  They  advocate  no  plan.  They  have 
no  real  force  or  purpose.  In  fact  there  is  but  one  plan  that  will  attain 
our  great  objective,  - GOOD  ROADS  EVERYWHERE,  - only  one  way- 
the  way  advocated  by  (he  National  Highways  Association  and  its  found- 
ers. The  only  definite,  concrete  plan  advanced  from  any  source  ihe 
plan  advocated  from  the  beginning  in  the  educational  program  of  the 
Association  — is  the  plan  expressed  in  the  name  of  the  Association  — 
NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS.  This  is  the  plan  followed  in  other  countries 
where  they  have  attained  Good  Roads  Everywhere,  and  is  likewise  the 
method  whereby  a few  good  State  highways  have  been  attained  by  a 
very  few  of  our  48  States. 

Our  nation  is  spending  billions  of  our  money  in  war  preparation. 
Much  that  is  going  into  emergency  efforts  will  be  thrown  away.  Very 
much  less  than  our  people  are  yet  aware  of  is  going  into  sound,  lasting. 


permanent  preparedness.  A great  military  authority,  of  national  lepute 
and  patriotism,  has  said: — 

“We  could  probably  obtain  adequate  national 
defenses  in  ^ or  fifteen  years,  provided  we  seriously 
undertook  and  conscientiously  carried  through  the 
work.” 

The  same  authority  recently  wrote  the  author  the  following  (to 
quote  and  paraphrase): — 

“National  Highways  will  do  more  than  any  other 
one  thing  for  real  development  and  defense  of  our 
country.” 

And  yet  we  have  voted  billions  upon  billions  of  money,  of  which 
practically  nothing  is  for  military  or  industrial  roads.  Such  a policy 
— or  lack  of  policy  — does  not  make  for  the  confidence  of  our  people. 
We  are  all  for  preparedness  — real  preparedness  — for  the  defense  of 
our  dear  country. 

It  is  stated  that  50,000  or  more  loaded  cars  are  in  transit  that  cannot 
be  handled  at  our  eastern,  western,  and  southern  seaports.  Loaded 
freight  cars  are  standing  on  hundreds  of  miles  of  sidings  within  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  of  these  terminals.  These  cars  cannot  be  moved. 
Flour,  grain,  lumber,  iron,  and  steel  are  stopped  in  transit.  Lack  ol  cars 
and  locomotives,  inadequate  harbor  facilities,  docks,  lighters,  vessels, 


“GOOD  ROADS  EVERYWHERE” 


There  is  life  and  healih  and  pleasure 
In  the  sanshlne  and  the  air; 

Two  fast  horses  and  a surrey 

And  — *Ttood  Roads  Even  where**! 
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Through  a System  of  National  Highways 


An  Address  hy  Charles  Henry  Davis,  C.  E.,  President  National  Highways  Association 
Offered  to  Those  Assembled  at  the  Meeting  of  the  United  States  Good  Roads  Association 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  April  15,  16,  17,  18,  and  19,  1918 


permanent  preparedness.  A great  mililary  aiithorily,  of  national  leinile 
and  patriotism,  has  said: — 

“We  could  probably  obtain  adequate  national 
defenses  in  ^ or  fifteen  years,  provided  we  seriously 
undertook  and  conscientiously  carried  through  the 
work.” 

The  same  authority  recently  wrote  the  author  the  following  (to 
quote  and  paraphrase); — 

*^National  Highways  will  do  more  than  any  other 
for  real  development  and  defense  of  our 


one  tnin^ 


country 


practically  nothing  is  for  military  or  industrial  roads.  Such  a policy 
— or  lack  of  policy  — does  not  make  for  the  confidence  of  our  people. 
We  are  all  for  preparedness  — real  preparedness  — for  the  defense  of 
our  dear  country. 

It  is  stated  that  50,000  or  more  loaded  cars  are  in  transit  that  cannot 
be  handled  at  our  eastern,  western,  and  southern  seaports.  Loaded 
freight  cars  are  standing  on  hundreds  of  miles  of  sidings  within  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  of  these  terminals.  These  cars  cannot  be  moved. 
Flour,  grain,  lumber,  iron,  and  steel  are  stopped  in  transit.  La'^k  of  cars 
and  locomotives,  inadenuate  harbor  facilities,  docks,  lighters,  vessels. 


POOR  ROADS  — 2,000,000  MII.KS  OF  THEM! 

Plodding',  straining  every  muscle. 

Mod  and  water  to  tlieir  knees, 

Two  miles  an  hour  is  rapid  going, 

Plowing  through  such  roads  (?)  as  these! 


•T.OOD  ROADS  EVERYWHERE” 

There  is  life  and  health  and  pleasure 
In  the  sunshine  and  the  air; 

Two  fast  liorses  and  a surrey 

And  — “Oood  Roads  Everywhere”! 


How  can  the  United  States  — 48  of  them  — get  Good  Roads 
Everywhere?  One  hundred  million  people  want  them.  They 
have  needed  them  one  hundred  years  or  more.  They  have 
wanted  them  lifty  years  or  more.  Why  have  we  grown  into  one  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  world,  to  he  the  only  great  nation  without  Good 
Roads  Everywhere?  How  did  our  more  active  and  prosperous  counties 
lirst  get  their  good  roads,  such  as  they  were?  How  did  the  few  States, 
that  as  yet  have  only  made  hut  a heginning,  get  theirs?  The  answers 
will  show  us  the  way,  if  we  have  the  honesty  and  the  truth  to  follow. 

One  thing  is  sure.  Xo  such  platitudinous  resolutions  as  were  adopted 
hy  the  Ghamhcr  of  (lommeree  of  the  United  States  at  Atlantic  Cit\, 
Scpiemher  21,  1917,  will  help  much.  They  advocate  no  plan.  They  have 
no  real  force  or  purpose.  In  fact  there  is  hut  one  plan  that  will  altain 
our  great  ohjeelive,  - GOOD  ROADS  EVERYWHERE,  - only  one  way- 
Ihc  way  advocated  hy  the  National  Highways  As.soeiation  and  its  found- 
ers. riie  only  definile,  eoneretc  plan  advanced  from  any  source  — the 
plan  advocated  from  the  heginning  in  the  educational  program  of  the 
Association  — is  the  i)lan  expresseil  in  the  name  of  the  Association 
X.\TU)N.\L  IHGHW.WS.  This  is  the  plan  followed  in  other  countries 
where  they  have  attained  Good  Roads  Everywhere,  and  is  likewi.se  the 
method  wherehy  a few  good  State  highways  have  hcen  attained  h\  a 
very  few  of  our  48  Stiites. 

Our  nation  is  spending  billions  of  our  money  in  war  preparation. 
Much  that  is  going  into  emergency  elTorts  will  he  thrown  away.  Very 
much  less  than  our  people  are  yet  aware  of  is  going  into  sound,  lasting, 


A COMMON  THIN<;  — ABANDONKD  FARM  ON  A BAD  ROAD 

There  are  Tliousands  of  Them  on  Our  2,000,000  Miles  of  Poor  Roads! 

f ifty  million  roiintry  people  — men.  omen,  children  — live  on  2,000,000  miles  of  roads 
like  this.  They’ have  the  riffht  to  live  on  “(ioo«l  Roads  Everywhere.’’  The  Nation 
should  give  them  “Good  Roads  Ever>"where.“ 


To  repeat.  Only  by  the  method  followed  in  other  countries  can  we 
attain  Good  Goads  Everywhere.  They  all  have  built  great  N.\TI0NAL 
military  and  industrial  highways.  There  is  no  other  road  for  us  towards 
Good  Roads  Everywhere  than  by  and  through  a system  of  National 
Highways  built  and  maintained  by  the  National  Government. 

None  of  our  transcontinental  highway  associations  — standing  for 
the  building  of  North  and  South,  East  and  West,  roads  — can  hope  for 
their  realization  except  by  and  through  their  building  by  the  National 
Government.  The  great  projected  Bankhead  National  Highway  can 
never  be  built,  finished,  and  maintained  in  any  other  way.  So  it  will  be 
with  the  Lincoln  Highway,  the  National  Old  Trails  Road,  the  Dixie  High- 
way, the  Dixie  Overland  Trail,  the  JelTerson  Davis  Memorial  Highway, 
the  .Tackson  Military  Highway,  the  Southern  National  Highway,  Meridian 
Road,  Pacific  Highway,  and  all  the  other  hundred  and  more  similar 
associations  now  affiliated  with  the  National  Highways  Association. 

Many  people  in  the  small  northeastern  section  of  our  country  are 
antagonistic  to  the  National  Government  engaging  in  road  building.  This 
section  comprises  the  six  New  England  States  and  New  York,  New 
.Icrsey,  and  Pennsylvania.  Comparatively  few  people  in  the  South, 
Southwest,  Mississippi  Valley  States,  Northwest,  Rocky  Mountain  regions, 
and  the  Pacific  States,  comprising  the  rest  of  the  country,  appreciate  or 
understand  this  antagonistic  point  of  view.  This  objection  is  not  con- 
fined to  a particular  plan,  hut  to  any  participation  in  such  an  under- 
taking by  the  National  Government.  Of  course  all  Easterners  are  not  so 
opposed.  The  big,  broad-minded,  far-seeing  men  of  vision  know  to  the 
contrary.  Also,  many  people  do  not  know  the  vital  difference  between 
so-called  “Eederal  Aid”  and  National  Highways.  The  former  means 
gifts  of  moneys  to  the  States  to  help  build  roads.  Various  plans  for  this 
arc  suggested,  but  they  are  all  fundamentally  unsound  because  of  the 
“aid”  or  “gift”  feature  contained  in  all.  This  method  relieves  the  Eed- 
eral Government  of  all  responsibility,  and  will  inevitably  result  in 
“pork”  and  not  in  roads.  National  Highways,  on  the  other  hand,  limit 
the  mileage  and  fix  the  responsibility  where  the  people  can  see  and 
judge  of  the  honesty  and  efficiency  of  their  public  servants,  and  thus 
assure  the  money  getting  into  roads. 

If  there  is  one  section  of  the  country  more  than  another  where  the 
good  roads  movement  has  not  gained  a foremost  place  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  it  is  the  northeast  corner,  comprising  New  England  and  the 
Middle  Atlantic  States:  — 


>0  AltAXDOXKI)  FAKMS  ON  THIS  ROAD  OR  OX  "liOOIl  ROADS  KVERYWlIKRt:' 

Oive  our  people  rua<1s  like  this  and  they  will  “go  baek  to  the  laml.”  They  lieloiig  tliere 
Tliey  will  l>e  liappy  there!  They  will  l>e  prosperous  there!  Anil  this  is  the  onl; 
way  they  ran  be,  continuously,  both  Iiappy  and  prosperous. 


Massachusetts 
Rhode  Island 
Connecticut 


New  York 
New  Jersey 
Penn.svlvania 


Maine 

New  Hamp.shiro 
Vermont 


fhcrc  arc  manv  reasons  for  this,  the  most  important  being  the  follow 


The  States  above  named  arc,  as  a group,  the  oldest  and  wealthiest 
lie  Union.  Their  population  is  comparatively  dense.  Large  and 
!thy  cities  abound.  Their  roads,  while  not  by  any  means  approach- 
what  they  should  be,  are  in  general  superior  to  those  of  the  re- 
ider  of  the  country.  Much  more  money  has  been  available  for  their 


i 


times  of  peace  and  times  of  war.  There  is,  liowever,  but  one  way  to  at- 
tain these  results  within  any  reasonai)le  cost  an<l  lime.  Just  as  town  or 
township  roads  were  iinahle  to  properly  serve  a county,  so  county  roads 
were  found  inadecpiate  for  Slate  needs,  and  now  we  are  seeing  that  Slate 
roads  cannot  serve  the  nation. 

We  must  have  a four-fold  system  of  lii^diways  — nati<mal,  stale, 
county,  and  town  (or  township) — before  we  can  possil)Iy  ho|)e  for  a 
road  system  that  will  serve  our  peoi)le.  As  these  roads  are  paid  for  by 
the  people,  owne<l  by  Ihe  pe<'plc,  and  free  to  all  Ihe  people,  they  can  he 
located  and  built  i»rimarily  to  best  serve  the  |)cople,  both  in  peace  and 
in  war. 

Our  Stales  do  not  permit  their  counties  to  dictate  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions under  which  Stale  hii^hways  shall  he  built.  Our  Stales  woidd 
scout  Ihe  idea  <tf  leavin.4  to  their  counties  Ihe  building  of  Stale  high- 
ways passing  through  said  counties.  Ihe  nation  cannot  permit  Ihe 
SI:if(*s  to  dictate  liie  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  our  national  high- 


\ < OMMOV  TIIINO  — .\U\M>0Ni:0  F.\KM  ON  A l?\l>  KOAD 

There  are  TIioumiikIs  of  Tlieiii  <ni  Oiir  ‘i, 000,000  Mile>  Poor  Hoa<K! 

ion  <'oniitry  people — men.  noiiieii,  <*hihlren  — U%e  on  2.000,000  miles  of  roaOs 
Ills.  Tliev Tm\e  Hie  riirht  <o  live  on  •*(mmmI  Koads  Kverywhere.*’  Tlie  Nation 


»s  , , 

I :||0* 


N<^  ai{\m»om:i>  I akms  on  this  uoai>  ok  ON  “(iool)  KOAi>s  i:vi:uYWiii:mr’ 

<*i\e  «Mir  people  roads  like  this  and  they  will  haek  to  tne  hind.*  The>  helonif  there. 
They  will  he  happy  there!  The>  will  l»e  prosperous  there!  And  this  is  the  only 
wav  they  ean  l>e.  eontinumisly,  both  happy  and  prosperous. 


terminals,  and  tracks  are  all  partly  lield  responsible  lor  the  trouble. 
Shipments  of  freight,  and  even  express,  over  distances  of  less  than  100 
miles,  take  weeks  for  their  tielivery. 

This  being  true  in  time  of  i)eace  within  our  home  territory,  although 
at  war  upon  foreign  soil,  is  it  not  obvious  that  in  times  of  war  within 
our  own  borders  wc  would  find  ourselves  absolutely  without  the  needed 
transportation  facilities?  Such  transportation  preparedness  is  Ihe  rock 
ii|xm  which  battles  are  won  or  lost. 

J'he  French,  in  hS70-71,  were  defeated  largely  for  that  reason. 
'I'roops  held  for  days  where  they  are  not  supposed  to  he,  without  sup- 
port or  supi)lies  and  food,  become  mobs,  and  mobs  cannot  fight. 

Hatties  cannot  he  successfully  fought  unless  the  machinery  of  trans- 
portation for  men,  horses,  artillery,  eiiuipmenl,  ammunition,  supplies, 
and  food  is  on  time  like  clockwork.  There  can  he  no  waiting,  no  delays, 


New  York 
Xew  Jersey 
Fennsvlvania 


Massachusetts 
Hhode  Island 
("onneclicut 


Maine 

Xew  Hami)shire 
Vermont 


J'here  are  many  reasons  for  this,  Ihe  most  impoiianl  being  Ihe  follow 
ing:  — 

The  Slates  above  named  are,  as  a group,  the  oldest  and  weallhies 
in  the  Union.  Their  population  is  comparatively  dense.  Large  am 
wealthy  cities  abound.  J'heir  roads,  while  not  by  any  means  approach 
ing  what  they  should  l)e,  are  in  general  suiierior  to  those  of  Ihe  re 
mainder  of  the  country.  Much  more  money  has  l)cen  available  for  thei 


4 


improvcmcnl  than  for  those  located  in  the  newer,  more  sparsely  seltled 
and  therefore  poorer.  States. 

The  percentage  of  improved  roads  in  this  northeastern  corner  is 
11.477r.  In  the  remainder  of  the  country  only  7.83%  are  improved,  or 
lelatively  about  half  as  great.  This  northeastern  corner  has  12.27o  of 
the  total  mileage  of  all  public  roads,  while  the  rest  of  the  Union  has 
87.87.  On  the  other  hanrl,  the  Hast  has  little  to  be  proud  of.  This  seem- 
ing superiority  is  really  not  as  great  as  should  be  expected.  The  pop- 
ulation is  287  of  the  whole;  the  wealth,  30.4%;  the  area,  only  5.4%. 
Surely  the  Hast  has  little  to  be  proud  of  with  such  greater  advantages. 
This  is  more  clearly  brought  out  by  the  following  table: — - 

Jt,.-,!  Whole  I'nilcil  States  Northcasti’m  Corner  I’er  Cent 

Populalion  01,972.200)  2.7.868, .')7.3  28.0 

Wealth  $107,101,211,017  $.38,.301,588,.')71  .3.7.8 

Improve<I  Roads  (miles)  l!)0,47(i  38,8(>8  20.2 

Land  Area  (s(piarc  miles) 2,973.800  1()1,97(>  a. 4 

Public  Hoads  (total  miles)  ....  2,199,(i4(i  208,534  12.2 

National  Highways  (proposed)  50,485  5,143  lO.l 


KOAI>S  — rOOK  SCHOOI.S  — IGNOHANCK  — POVP:i?TV 

With  2.000,000  Miles  of  Koails  l.ike  This: 

sehool  chihlren  often  do  not  iret  to  sehool  on  2.000,000  miles  of  roads 
elve  million  other  eliildreii  do  not  gro  to  school  mostly  because  of 
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SAVE 


The  NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS  ASSOCI- 
ATION takes  pleasure  in  complying  with 
the  request  cf  the  Treasury  Department 
of  the  United  States  Government  to  display 
in  all  of  its  publications  the  War  Savings 
Stamp  Appeal  as  it  appears  herewith. 


SOtRSAVIHOS  STAMPS 

ISSUED  BY  THE 

UNITED  STATES 
GOVERNMENT 


SERVE 


INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 


iiiil)r<)vcmc‘nl  lli:in  for  thoso  lociiled  in  tlu“  nrwrr,  iiiorr  spjirsfly  soUkuI 
iind  llH‘rt“foi-c‘  |)oorer,  Slules. 

1 lio  ptM'cfiiliif^c’  of  iiiiprovril  roiids  in  this  nortliriislern  conuT  is 
II.IT'i.  In  llu‘  mnaindiT  of  llu-  c-onntry  only  7.<S3%  are  improved,  or 
ri'hdively  ahoni  hall  as  great.  This  northeaslern  corner  has  12.2';  of 
the  total  mileage  of  all  public  roads,  while  the  rest  of  the  I’nion  has 
N7..S',.  On  the  other  hand,  the  laist  has  little  to  ho  proud  of.  This  seem- 
ing superiority  is  reall>  not  as  greal  as  should  he  e.vpected.  The  i)op- 
ulalion  is  2S',  of  Ihe  whole;  the  wealth,  30.1%;  the  area,  only  .').1%. 
Surely  Ihe  Mast  has  lillle  lo  he  proud  of  wilh  such  giealer  advantages. 
I his  is  mon‘  clearly  hrou.nht  oul  hy  Ihe  following  lahle: 

' WI|..|.'  I nilf  1 Suihs  \orih.M-t.TM  ConuT  Vvr  C.-nt 

l’"l>iil:dion  !)l,!»72.2(l(i  2.‘...S(i,S..')73  28.0 

''■‘•‘•I"'  8107.101.21 1.017  .s38.301,.->S8,.-.7l  3.').8 

Impnivcil  lin.-uls  (milfs)  1!I(U7(>  20.2 

[.:md  Arr;i  (M|imrc  milos) 2,072.800  l(il,070  7).  1 

INililic  !iu:i(ls  Uoial  miit's)  ....  2,100,010  208,521  12.2 

-Vational  lli.yhways  (prn|»ostMn  50,185  5 112  lO.l 


TOOK  f50Al>S — TOOK  .'^rilOOI.S — KJNOK.WrK - 

With  2.0UO,000  Miles  of  Koa<I>  I.ike  Tins 

.'Isiny  of  IH.INIO.OOO  s<*lioo1  <‘liiiare?»  often  <1o  not  set  to  st'liool  on 
like  tills!  T\vel\e  inillion  otlier  eliildren  do  not  |ifo  to  se 
'i.OOt^OOO  miles  of  roads  like  this! 


rovrcKTv 


\\  IH‘11  ail  r.asu*riH*r  lonK.s  at  a map  ol  tiu*  I nilcd  Slates  ujion  wliicli 
are  (li’awn  a nund>er  ol  liiU's,  all  of  e(iual  weight,  representing  a system 
of  Xalional  Highways,  he  is  cpiite  likely  lo  say  lo  himself,  “The  sparsely 
set  I led  Weslern  SI  ales  gel  most  of  Ihe  roads,  whereas  we  of  Ihe  thickly 
settled  I'.ast  will  have  lo  pay  for  them."  .Most  likel\  he  will  not  sloi)  lo 
think  that  the  roads  wouhl  X'()l  all  he  constructed  of  the  sanu'  malerials, 
and  he  of  the  same  width  and  thickness,  Ihcrehy  costing  Ihe  same 
amount  pei'  miie  to  build. 

Without  attempting  lo  designale  whal  l\pe  of  road  should  he  huill 
m any  section  of  llie  country,  nor  lo  predict  Hie  cost  of  same,  it  is  ipiile 
a|)|iarent  that  lo  huild  an  i spensive  asphalt  boulevard  in  a sparsely  ]>op- 
ulaled  ilisirict  would  he  money  thrown  away,  l.ikewi.se,  to  huild  a light, 
water-hound,  maeadam  road  to  connect  two  large  cities,  a short  distance 
apart,  would  he  worse  than  fidly.  It  is  therefore  obvious  that  national 
lunds  lor  National  llighwa\s  would  he  spent  in  an  ecpiitahle  manner, 
dependent  upon  the  relative  Irallic  which  the  designated  roads  would 
have  lo  carry  and  which  in  turn  hears  a close  relation  lo  the  density 
of  iKipulalion. 

.sei-ond  objection  which  an  Kastern  man  might  olfcr  against 
.National  Highways  is  that  many  of  the  through  roads  of  the  East  have 
already  been  improved  al  State  or  local  exiiense.  To  turn  these  over  to 


ooon  noAos  — r.ooo  sniooi.s  — knowi.icdok—  smosncKiTv 

AVith  “fioort  ICimds  l'\ prywliero** ! 

Tliiply  million  school  children  could  AM.  po  to  sclimd  everj’  day  in  the  3€*ar  wilh  “flood 
Koinls  Mvery  where.” 


it  will  again  redound  lo  Ihe  l)enefit  of  the  West,  only  to  react  again 
favorably  on  the  Hast. 

One  could  go  on  citing  examples  of  this  kind  without  number,  all 
proving  the  greal  truth  that  whatever  benefits  one  portion  of  a nation 
benefits  the  nation.  Tliis  must  he  admitted  hy  all  exeej)!  those 

alllicted  wilh  an  abnormal  amount  of  sectional  pride  or  greed.  And,  in 
view  of  this  fact,  it  is  believed  that  no  one  can  oiler  any  sound  objection 

to  Ihe  building  of  a e<»mprehensive  system  of  National  Highways, 

highways  built,  owned,  maintained,  and  controlled  by  the  people  of  the 
whole  Nation  as  a unit,  and  likewise  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the 
I)eoplc,  Hast  and  West  and  North  and  South. 

The  thirty-nine  .States  of  the  Union  outside  of  this 
small  northeastern  section  have  78  votes  in  the  United 
States  Senate  to  18  representing  the  nine  Northeastern 
States.  Some  of  these  18  are  big  enough  and  broad 
enough  to  know  the  untold  value  of  such  a system  of 
National  Highways.  These  thirty-nine  States  also 
have  312  votes  in  the  House  of  Representatives  while 
the  nine  Northeastern  States  have  only  123  votes, 
some  of  which  also  know  and  understand  the  economic, 
financial,  social,  and  moral  value  of  the  National  High- 
ways as  the  only  vehicle  by  which  the  Nation  can  attain 
Good  Roads  Evervwhere. 


SAVE 


The  NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS  ASSOCI- 
ATION takes  pleasure  in  complying  with 
the  request  cf  the  Treasury  Department 
of  the  United  States  Government  to  display 
in  r.ll  of  its  publications  the  War  Savings 
Stamp  Appeal  as  it  appears  herewith. 


IQUt  SAVINGS  SI4MP3 

ISSUED  BY  THE 

UNITED  STATES 
COVERKMENT 


150,000  Miles  of  National  Highways 

Built  and  fon  ver  maintained  by  the  National  Govern- 
ment, will  also  give  us  a system  of  STATE  HIGH- 
WAYS and  a main  COUNTY  ROAD  in  every  one  of 
ALL  the  3,0  4 counties  in  all  our  forty-eight  States. 


They  will  cost $6,000,000,000.00 

(Note. — Our  260,000  n iles  of  railroad  lines  are  capitalized  at  $22,000,000,000.00.) 

If  built  in  20  years  this  means  each  year 300,000,000.00 

Or  for  each  person  i ;ach  year  3.00 

And  for  the  average  family  of  four  persons,  each  year 12.00 


But  as  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Maine, 

New  Hampshiie,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut,  having  only  five  per  cent 
of  the  area  of  the  United  States,  have  one  half  the 
national  wealth  these  nine  States  in  the  North- 
eastern corner  * if  our  country  will  pay  ONE  HALF 
the  cost  of  Bl  ILDING  and  FORE\TR  AFTER 
MAINTAINING  142,500  miles  of  National  High- 
ways in  the  otier  thirty-nine  States  of  the  Union — 
therefore 

The  People  of  Alabt  ma,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  California, 

Colorado,  Dela\.are,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 

Maryland,  Mid  igan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri, Montana  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Mexico, 

North  Carolina,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma, 

Oregon,  South  Carolina,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee, 

Texas,  Utah,  V rginia,  Washington,  West  Virginia, 

Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming  would  each  pay  each  year 

for  their  Natioial  Highways  ONLY  1.50 

But  in  their  buildii  g they  will  pay  back  their  cost  by  A 

loads  two  to  eig  it  times  those  hauled  on  poor  roads.  ty 

These  Thirty-nine  S ates  of  the  West,  Middle  West,  and  H 

South  have  39(  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  — a majority  of  124  votes.  Therefore 
the  West,  Middle  West,  and  South  have  the  power 
to  gain  Nationa  Highways  at  half  their  cost,  and 
maintenance  fo  ever. 

Why  not  demand  that  your  Senators  and  Representatives 
vote  for  the  building  and  maintaining  forever  by  the 
National  Government  of  a system  of 

150,000  Miles  of  National  Highways 


Facts  in  the  History  of  Road-Building 

Good  roads  were  lirst  built  by  the  more  active 
Town  or  and  prosperous  towns  or  townships.  The  larger 

Towiu»lup  Konds  centers  of  population  grew  wilhin  th  ir  liiiuts. 

This  attracted  the  road  traffic  oi  adjace  nt  com- 
munities. Such  traffic  did  rot  iielp  build  or  maintain  the  roads  it 
partly  destroyed. 

This  destruction  resulted  in  a demand  for  county 
County  Aid  appropriations  foi  road-building.  The  moneys  were 
hrst  distributed  among  the  towns  or  t(5wnships  on 
some  agreed  plan,  and  were  spent  by  them  or  under  the  joint  au- 
thority of  county  officials.  Under  these  conditions  most  of  such 
moneys  went  into  politics,  ana  not  into  roads,  and  there  was  no 
uniformity  in  constructiou  or  care. 

As  a result  of  this  work,  there  was  a reaction 
County  Uoads  in  favor  of  County  Koads  built  and  maintained  by 
the  county  officials.  Then,  and  only  then,  did  Uu 
bulk  of  such  appropriations  get  into  roads,  and  there  was  a begin- 
ning of  efficiency  and  uniformity. 

But  history  repeated  itself  as  between  the  counties. 
State  Aid  The  more  active  and  prosperous  built  and  maintained 
good  roads.  These  were  again  destroyed  by  the  traffic 
from  adjacent  counties.  This  traffic  did  not  help  build  or  care  for 
the  roads  it  destroyed.  There  followed  a State-wide  demand  for 
State  appropriations  toward  road-building.  Again  history  repeated 
itself  in  the  form  of  State  Aid  to  the  counties  and  towns,  to  be 
spent  by  them,  or  under  joint  authority  of  the  State  officials.  And 
again  most  of  such  moneys  went  into  politics,  and  not  into  roads, 
and  lack  of  efficiency  and  uniformity  persisted. 

As  a result  of  this  waste,  history  once  more 
State  Highways  repeated  itsell.  and  there  was  a demand  for  State 
Highways  built  and  maintained  by  the  State  un- 
der its  Highway  Commission.  Efficiency  and  uniformity  were  the 
result,  and  the  moneys  went  Into  roads. 

In  those  States  which  now  have  the  best  road 
State  Highways  systems  we  find,  as  the  result  of  the  above  ex- 
County  lioails  perience,  a three-fold  system,  each  under  the 

Town  Roads  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  its  properly  constituted 

authorities.  This  has  produced  the  largest  mile- 
age of  good  roads  for  the  least  expenditure.  It  has  brought  effi- 
ciency and  uniformity  out  of  chaos,  and  the  money  has  gone  into 
roads. 

The  advocates  of  National  Highways  there- 
National  Highways  fore  claim  that  such  a system,  built  and  main- 
State  Highways  talned  by  the  National  Government,  is  the  only 
County  Roads  sane  and  logical  course  to  pur.suo.  They  claim 

Town  Ronds  that  this  would  result  in  a four-fold  system, 

each  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  its 
properly  constituted  authorities.  They  further  claim  that  not  the 
least  advantage  to  be  thus  gained  w’ould  be  that: — 

NATIONAL  HIGHWAYS  w'ould  act  as  State.  County,  and  Town 
Highways  within  the  localities  through  wiilch  they  passed.  There- 
fore, just  so  many  less  roads  need  be  built  and  maintained  by  such 
communities.  As  a result,  there  w'ould  be  more  moneys  available 
for  the  building  of  State.  County,  and  Town  Roads. 

STATE  HIGHWAYS  would  likewise  act  as  County  and  Towm 
Highw'ays  in  the  local  communities  through  w’hich  they  passed. 
The  results  and  benefits  derived  from  National  Highways  would 
thus  be  accentuated,  and  still  more  moneys  would  be  available  for 
the  building  of  County  and  Town  Roads. 

COUNTY  ROADS  w'ould  .slniHarlv  act  as  Town  Highw'ays.  thus 
again  taking  a burden  from  the  shoulders  of  the  towns  through 
w'hich  they  passed:  and.  finalD'. 

TOWNSHIP  OR  TOWN  ROADS  would  be  confined  to  those  en- 
tirely within  their  borders,  and  yet  they  w’ould  have  as  many  other 
roads  for  local  use  as  there  W’er*'  National.  State,  and  County  High- 
ways within  their  llmTTs.  built  without  expense  to  the  towns. 

To  Road  Builders 

Sami  Clay  road  builders  wo\ild  build  many  miles! 

So  would  Gravel  road  builders! 

But  so  would  Broken  Stone  road  builders! 

And. likewise  Asphalt  road  builders! 

While  Tar  road  builders  w'ould  get  their  share! 

And  Bituminous  road  builders  likewise  theirs! 

With  Bitnllthio  road  builders  in  the  running! 

While  Topeka  pressed  them  some! 

Concrete  road  builders  might  boat  them 

If  it  were  not  for  Brick  road  builders  getting  some! 

And  Stone  Block  road  builders  what  they  can! 

But  then  Wood  Block  road  builders  would  claim  n share! 

Excent  that  Asphalt  Blocks  might  cut  them  down! 

And  Bituminous  Concrete  still  some  more! 

While  the  Oil  road  buildors  would  take  all  the  rest! 

And  finally,  for  every  mile  of  National  Highw’avs  huilt.  there  w’ould 
spring  up  ten  miles  of  State.  Countv.  and  Town  roads  that  can 
not  and  wMll  not  otherwise  be  built. 

But  after  all.  the  road  users,  on^  hundred  millions  of  them. 

The  People  of  the  United  States,  are  demanding 

National  Highways  and  Good  Roads  Everywhere 

which  wilU^bind  the  States  together  in  a common  brother- 
hood, and  thus  perpetuate  and  preserve  the  Union.’* 

To  this  end  is  pledged  the 

National  Highways  Association 


Good  Roads  Everywhere 

Four  Fold  System  of  Highways 


I I T 

BENEFITS  SURE  TO  RESULT  FROM  I National  State  Township  ^oodRoadi 

THE  BUILDING  OF  GOOD  ROADS.  ! Highways  Highways  Roads  Roads  Everywhere 


State 


Miles  of  Road  in  Proposed  System 
Percentage  in  each  class  of  roads 


150,000  1,000,000, 

B.59c\  4m  1 


200,000  1.000,000  2,350.000 

ISCf  42.5^c  100% 


SOCIAL  BENEFITS 

Schools  Population  directly  served  by 

snd  roads  

Children 

Percentage  directly  served 


_ Rural  population  directly 

r armers  serv^  by  roads 

and  their 

Wives  Percentage  of  total  Rural 

, population 

and  

F amilies  population  resident  in  territory 

adjacent  to  roads 

Children  now  attending  schools. 
Churches  helped  by  good  roads 


78.200,000  40,000,000  7,400,0(XV  40,000,000  92.000.000 

85%  43%;  8%,  43% 

36,900,000  18.400.000  5.600,000,  41,100.000,  48,500,000 


And  all 
Social 
Activities 
of  the 
Nation 


Children  not  now  in  school,  whose 
attendance  would  be  possible 
with  good  roads  

Persons  now  confined  in  prisms, 
who  could  be  used  cn  road 
work  to  great  moral  and  eco- 
nomic advantage  


7,4(X' 


ECONOMIC  AND  FINANCIAL  BENEFITS 

Annual  increment  of  ten  year  in- 
— . crease  In  land  values  at 

Cooperation  $5  per  acre  within  1 mile  of  road 


Equaliza-  $1 

‘ion  t ” 


I.  It  II 

• I M II 


Savingon  annual  use  of27,000,000 
. horses  and  mules  on  4,000,000 

JJiStribution  yehidcs.  Also  on  use  of 

2.000,000  bicycles;  200.000 
of  motor  cycles;  and  2,000,000 

automobiles  


Profits 

between 


Saving  of  investment  in  extra  an-  I 
imais  and  vehicles  annually 

Increase  of  10  per  cent  in  freight 
delivered  to  railroads  annu- 
ally from  farms  and  mines 
atone  


Country  saving  in  cost  of  annual  trans- 
portation of  5,000.000,000  tons 
of  freightover  roads 


1,200,000 

800,000 

7,700,0(*0 

1,500.0(H> 

5,000. OtX' 

1.000.000 

48.800 

8.600 

$595,200,000 

$119,100,000 

1 $135,000,000 

$30,000,000 

1 $29,800,000 

$5.8O0,0CC 

) $467.500,0(X' 

$93.500.0()0 

1 $3,187,500,000 

$637,500,000 

$4,415,000,000 

$885,900,000 

48,800 


Financial  Cost,  annually  (ten  years  to  bnUd)  $300,000,000  $1,500,000,000  $200,000,000  $500,000,000  $2,500,000,000 

Profit  to  the  Nation,  annually $852,900,000  $2,915,000  000  $685,900,000  $3,915,000,000  $8,168,800,000 

Profit  to  the  Nation  in  ten  years | $6,528  000,000  $29,150,000,000  $6,059,000,000  $39.150.000.c0o|s81.688.000.000 

Note: — It  is  stated  that  $250, (K)0,(X)0  is  now  being  spent  annually  on  the  roads  of  the  United 
States.  Probably  twice  that,  is  nearer  the  mark.  The  first  amount  should  build  20,(X)0  or  more 
miles,  the  second  40, OCX)  miles — but  none  of  us  see  such  results!  A Four  Fold  System  of  Highways 
under  honest  and  competent  authority  should  give  the  people  of  the  United  States  ’’Good  Roads 
Everywhere”  within  twenty  years.  It  is  obvious  that  in  dealing  with  such  vast  figures  round  num- 
ber approximations  must  be  relied  upon.  The  margins^  however,  are  more  than  enough  to  maaie  the 
conclusions  deduced  from  them  safe  ones. 
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